ARM4 and Supplement 2
	Introduction
	ARM4, Supplement 2 has been prepared by a working group established by the Construction Industry Federation and the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland.  It will come into effect on 1st May 2013.

Supplement 2 provides those preparing Bills of Quantities with the option to use a less onerous set of measurement rules than those included in ARM4 when measuring the mechanical and electrical elements of the Work Requirements.  Supplement 2 defines which of the ARM4 Rules it replaces.

Supplement 2 is approved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for use in conjunction with ARM4 in the preparation of Bills of Quantities for building and related works.  It may be only used with the prior approval of the relevant Contracting Authority.  Where ARM4 is the document specified by the Contracting Authority as the document to be used and Supplement 2 is not agreed to in advance of the preparation of the Bill of Quantities, ARM4 shall be used without Supplement 2.
The requirement on all Public Works building projects where a Bill of Quantities is prepared is that the work is measured in a consistent manner and to a level of detail that will facilitate the pricing of work, the conduct of the tender competition, the assessment of tenders submitted and the post-contract management of the project.  The requirements for the mechanical and electrical content do not differ in this regard from any of the other work.

It is recognised that application of the ARM4 Rules for mechanical and electrical work requires a degree of technical knowledge and time commitment by quantity surveyors that may not always be appropriate to the requirements of a particular project.  Supplement 2 provides an alternative set of Rules that require less detail to be provided in the relevant items in the Bill of Quantities than is the case where ARM4 is adhered to in full.

It is expected that the publication of Supplement 2 will ensure that all Bills of Quantities for building projects will contain fully measured sections for the mechanical and electrical work content.

For projects awarded where the Public Works Conditions of Contract are to apply, Supplement 2 may only be used where ARM4 is the Method of Measurement in use for the balance of the work. Where the Conditions of Contract referenced PWC-CF1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 apply and Supplement 2 has been used, the fact shall be referred to in Schedule Part 1 to the Conditions of Contract.  Where another of the published Public Works Conditions applies and Supplement 2 has been used, its use shall be referred to alongside the statement in the tender documents that the Rules of ARM4 have been followed. 
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ARM4 and Supplement 2, Continued
	Mechanical and Electrical Installations to be fully designed
	The requirement for Public Works Contracts awarded on the basis of being ‘Employer Designed’ is that all work required, including the mechanical and electrical installations, is fully designed to the stage where a competent Contractor can construct it.  A particular requirement with respect to mechanical and electrical installations is that the integration of those elements into the overall project has been properly considered and necessary co-ordination work undertaken in advance of tenders being obtained.  These requirements are not affected by the Method of Measurement adopted.

The Rules of ARM4 Supplement 2 relate solely to how information is presented in the Bill of Quantities / Pricing Document.

Where, on a particular project, it is not possible to achieve the level of design development or integration of the mechanical and electrical design with the general building work to satisfy the above requirements, it shall be incumbent on the Design Team to make the Contracting Authority aware of the deficit.  Prior to the issue of the tender documents to the market, the Design Team must inform the Contracting Authority of the reason why the required detailing has not been done and what measures are proposed to manage the exposure of the Contracting Authority to potential cost increases.


	Using ARM4 without Supplement 2
	Where Bills of Quantities are prepared using ARM4 but Supplement 2 is not adopted, the requirement is that the mechanical and electrical work in the Bill of Quantities is fully detailed in accordance with the requirements of ARM4.  Care must be taken to avoid the situation where mechanical and electrical work that is included in a Bill of Quantities is not measured in accordance with the Rules of ARM4 and an exposure is created for subsequent compensation claims in respect of the failure by the Quantity Surveyor to adhere to Rules of ARM4. 

Departures from the Rules of ARM4 are not to be adopted without the prior approval of the Contracting Authority.
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